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Commercial Construction

Schools & university buildings
Retail & warehouse
Highways & local roads
Office
Healthcare
Sewer, water & public works
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National Outlook

Commercial in good shape
Commercial up 13% YTD
Prediction is an 8-10% increase in 2007
Construction materials will increase 6-8% 
next year vs. 2-4% for inflation
Construction materials increases will 
challenge state building & highway budgets
Source:  AGC America Chief Economist Ken Simonsen



Construction Materials Costs vs. CPI-U and PPI 
(12-Month Change through Month Shown)
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Change in Costs Among Construction Types
(12-Month Change through Month Shown)
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Idaho Construction

60,643 employed in construction
Construction employment up 65% in last 5 
years (fastest growing sector in the state)
Personal income equal with Health Care, 
Retail & Government as top industries
Annual wages average $32,064
Small business is big in construction - 18,562 
firms are registered with another 800 
applications pending
Source:  AGC America, Idaho Dept. of Commerce & Labor, Idaho State Contractors Board
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Idaho Outlook

Total construction value up 6.2% through August 
2006 v. August 2005
Residential value down 4.9%
Commercial construction value up 32.8%
Alterations & Repairs value up 37.2%
Source:  Wells Fargo Idaho Construction Report

Conservative prediction is a 0-5% increase in 
commercial construction in 2007
Future Planning jobs have almost doubled since last 
year in the AGC Bid Information System (137 to 235)
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Investment in roads pays dividends
Tremendous investment is underway along 
anticipated Garvee routes.  Examples:
I-84 Boise-Caldwell & Orchard-Isaacs Canyon
Future Hwy 16 route to Hwy 44
I-95 in CDA
93 Alternate Route in Twins Falls
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Traffic to increase 150% by 2030
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“The only potential dangers for the economy would be a lack of 
investment in the Treasure Valley’s transportation infrastructure 
needed to accommodate the thousands of people migrating to 
Idaho…” Joel Hickman, Key Bank Idaho District President
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Short Run
Approve 2nd Garvee Bond at $200 million

Long Run
Additional transportation funding 
(Idaho has not raised road funding in 11 years)

Other
Community Colleges
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Questions?

Michael Gifford
Idaho AGC
Executive Director


